NEVER MIND WESTLAND 
WHAT ABOUT THE 
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WASTELAND 


If you were someone who 
sat and watched the recent 
uproar that was caused by 
the "Westland affair" and 
found yourself wondering 
what the hell all the fuss 
was about, then don't wo¬ 
rry. There are a lot more 
like you than you think. In 
fact the only thing that 
ran be said for certain 
about the whole affair Is 
that never has there been 
so much fuss, over someth¬ 
ing that meant so little to 
so many. 


CONSEQUENT! ES 

Whether or not a helcop- 
ter firm in Yeovil should 
be taken over by one lot 
of business men from Eur¬ 
ope, or another lot from 
America is of little conse¬ 
quence to most working 
class people, and why 
should it be. It was never 
going to have much effect 
on their lives was it ? 

Yet day after day, there 
it was, overshadowing all 
other news for what seem 
ed like weeks. 


"Ah 

yes "" we were 

told. 

the 

significance of 

the 

Westland affair lay in the 

fact 

that politicians 

were 

lying. 
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THE squabbling inside parliament will HAVE 
LITTLE EFFECT ON THE LIVES OF THESE PEOPLE 


But where is the great 
significance In that. Politi¬ 
cians are always lying and 
everybody knows it. Try and 
find one person who honest¬ 
ly believes that politicians 
don't lie. You would have 
a hard Job. 

Wether it was just Leon 
Brittan who was lying, whi¬ 
ther it was Margaret 1 hat¬ 
cher, or whether as is more 
likely they were all up to 
their necks in it is irrele¬ 
vant. 

They have all lied to us 
about things far more im¬ 
portant than Westland Heli¬ 
copters, 

RIDICULOUS 

It's all completely ridicu¬ 
lous. Unemployment can 
rise to four million, the 
National Health Service can 
be slashed to the bone hos 
pit ala closing nearly every 
week, Police force* arming 
themselves with P la **J c 
bullets, and there's hardly 
a peep. 

But a government minis¬ 
ter leaks a letter, the con¬ 
tents of which mean the 
square root of fuck-all u> 
ninety nine percent of the 
population and suddenly it 
nothing but crisis and the 
possible fall of the govern¬ 
ment. 


The only conclusions that 
you can draw from the 
over-reaction of the estab¬ 
lishment to the whole 
affair, is that they don't 
mind the politicians lying 
to us, but it is a different 
matter when they start do¬ 
ing it to their own crowd. 

We should also remember 
that the whole affair only 
came to light because of 
the Incompetence of those 
Involved, and not because 
the Parliamentary system 
Is designed to expose these 
abuses of authority. 


PURPOSE 


If the Westland Affair 
had any useful purpose at 
all, It was to underline 
once again the massive gap 
that exists between the 
working class people of this 
country, and those that run 
It. 

It served to show once 
again what little relevance 
what happens In Parliament 
has to the lives of most 
of us. 

Wether or not individual 
or whole governments fall 
over such issues, the unem¬ 
ployed and lowly paid will 
still have to eke out a liv¬ 
ing. Sick people will still 
die whilst hospitals are 
closed down, and old people 
will still freeze In winter 
because they can't afford 
to keep themselves warm. 

The only way that those 
things will ever be changed 
is when the working class 
finally gets it's act togeth¬ 
er and kicks the whole lot 
of them out. 


Sick Joke 


Lockout 


The last twelve months have seen events In Snutli Africa 
as one of the biggest news stories the world over. Ihe 
brave fight of black S. African people against the might 
of the brutal regime of apartheid has moved observers ,h< ' 
world over, from all quarters people have rushed to pr<> 
claim their solidarity. 


And yet in the middle of 
all of this, one of the finest 
and moat significant acts 
of solidarity with black S. 
African people has been go¬ 
ing on almost unnoticed. 

Almost 18 months ago, a 
young woman working at 
"Dunnes" stores in Dublin, 
refused to handle a piece 
of S. African fruit. For this 
she was threatened with the 
sack. Immediately six of her 
colleagues walked out in 
sympathy with her, and they 
put a picket on the stores 
demanding the right of all 
workers to refuse to handle 
S. African produce. 

The Irish Trades Union 
Congress has made loud not 
sex m their support, but 
predictably, has done lit * 1«* 
in the way of organising 
concrete support for them. 

Recently however, it 
seemed that something 
might be giving. 

INVESTIGATE 

The Irish government 
announced that It was to 
investigate the use of "pri¬ 
son labour" In the production 
of goods on sale In Irish 
stores. 

Although this falls short 


of the strikers total dema¬ 
nds, they have decided to 
suspend the pickets until the 
end of Eebruary, and see 
what the results of this 
enquiry are. 

They stress that the strike 
is not over, and that If posi¬ 
tive action is not forthcom¬ 
ing they will resume picket¬ 
ing. 

EXAMPLE 

Whatever results this 
enquiry may bring, there can 
be little doubt that it would 
never have even occured 

were it not for the magnifi¬ 
cent action of these women. 

It is a shining example to 
workers the world over who 
claim to be against apartheid 
that there is something that 
you can do. 

Or rather it wiiuld be If 
people knew ab«>ut it. In a 
year when S. Africa has bee 
year when S. Africa has 
been such big news. It I* 
strange that this story should 
have received such little co¬ 
verage. 

Why we wonder does the 
British media Ignore them. 
Because they are Irish or 
because they are women 
Or Is it both ? 


One of the great myths that Tories and other supporters 
of the capitalist system are always trying to impress on 
people, is that privatisation equals efficiency. Privately 
run firms always operate more efficiently and cheaply 
than nationalised ones they say, because they have an 
owner who has a vested interest in seeing that they do 
so. 

PROKIT 

This reasoning has been used to justify the sellin* off 
of several of the largest publtcally owned companies In 
It may well sound logical enough, but like most I pry 
ideas, you find that when you look a bit more closely, you 
find that the main effect of It is not so much greater 

efficiency, as greater profit. 

A very good example of this is shown in the cast 
Hop.fi.ld Hospital, In Port™* N«<h»t> Irol anO. Tlr oe 
vears ago the hospital closed down after a cumpaiKn bv 
local residents to keep it open failed. rhpn J“ M ^ ar - a 

private nursing home opened on the ^TY THOU^NO 
ing of this was assisted by an EIGHTY THOUSAND 

POUND government grant. 

COST 

The cost for patients In this nursing home is some two 
hundrrd pound. » «*. S«wl «< .!»■ home, 

are on supplementary benefit. The D.H.S.S. pays all bui 
twenty five pounds of the cosl. In other words the cost 
for running the hospital Is coming out of public money, 
just as it would have If the hospital had been running un¬ 
der the National Health Service. 

The difference of course where as under the N.H.S. the 
cost to the public would have been lust the economic cost 
it now has to pay for that plus whatever the owners of 
the home add on for their own profit. This profit Is of 
course on top of the eighty thousand grant that they got 
in the first place. 

The reason that they got this grant - from the depart¬ 
ment of trade and industry, was because by opening the 
home they created thirty jobs in Portrush. This is the 
same number of jobs that were lost when the place closed 
In other words we can say that because of the greater 
efficiency of the privatisation of Hopefleld Hospital, eighty 
thousand pounds of taxpayers money has been spent buying 
back thirty Jobs that already existed, to run the same hos- 
pltital at extra cost. 



ARTHUR SCARGILL EXPRESSING THE SOLIDARITY Of 
THE NUM WITH THE DUNNES STRIKERS 


Victory 


In the last issue of Red Action, we carried ""article 
about a strike by seven building workers who were lighting 
the blacklist that operates against known militants wor 
li m Se bulld.^ industry. I. is **«b ih» greatest of pie- 
pur. ihai «. r.port in IM> I*** <M <!*« 
been won and all of the men re-ins, ated. I his is iWirkt 
ble achievement for such a small number of m n p 
agamst John UJngs, one of the largest buiUhjrjjg"* 
m the country. It was achieved by the « of 

the men to stick It out. picketing several Lalng » *1"* " 
the London area and eventually br.ng.ng ^ vpro ' 
to an almost complete standstill. At 0 
uecome all to familiar to hear and read stout 
class people being hammered by the bosses, • 

Ing to be reminded of what can be ochieved with drte 
Inatlon. Our congratulations to them. 






HYPOCRISY 


FROM THE RIGHT 


The British legal system Is the best and fairest In the 
world. How often have we all heard that one 9 How often 
are we told how lucky we are In this country compared to 
those in countries like South Africa or Chile for Instance, 
where the police seem to have the power to just lock up 
anyone that they want to for as long as they want. But 
that sort of thing couldn't over here could It ? 

A few weeks ago In Bel- All of these "supergrasses” 
fast, 28 men were convicted have been people who were 
of various alleged ”terrorist" either facing or already 
offences, and sentenced to serving long terms of Impn- 
long terms of imprisonment sonment themselves - Kirk- 
ten of them for life. The patrtek was already serving 
only evidence against all of flve „ fe Minces. All of 
these men, were allegations th#1T) have ^ prom(9( . d 
made ugainst them by one either early release or imm- 
man who claimed to have unit y f rom prosecution and 
been an accomplice during large cash rewards, In 


these offences. 


return for their evidence 


There are now nearly 100 against others, 
people serving long terms Numerous people including 
of imprisonment as a result many from the legal profe- 
of these "supergrass" trials, ssion, have pointed out the 
In all of them the only evld- highly unsatisfactory nature 
ence against the accused has 0 f evidence obtained In this 
lx*en^thc word of the "super- wt y i especially when It Is 
grass . There has been no not barked up by evidence 
other evidence produced to r ro m any other source. 


verify or support the allega¬ 
tions that they have made. 




As they point out, the 
"supergrass" is a person him¬ 
self in a dire predicament, 
who is now offered an aven¬ 
ue of escape. To be able to 
use it, he has to prove him¬ 
self as useful to the author- 


ERAMED 

Ities as possible. As one of 
them admitted whilst giving 
evidence,"my value will be 
judged by the amount of 
people that I put away". 

How could anyone be sure 
that someone in this position 
- especially someone who 
by the laws own standards 
is someone of already proven 
bad character - with so 
much to lose or gain, would 
not he willing to make false 
accusations against people 
to Improve the value of his 
evidence. 

How can anyone be sure 
that the police are not su¬ 
pplying the names of anyone 
that they happen to want 
put away to the supergrass 
to put in the frame. Prison 
records show that Kirkpat¬ 
rick receive over ONE HUN¬ 
DRED visits from the police 


AND THE LEFT 


The war In Ireland is one ol the most significant events 
occurlng In the world today, although you would hardly 
think so they way so much of what goes on there is largely 
ignored in tills country. This should not supnse us too much 
as the British establishment has every reason to try and 
conceal what is happening there. What Is perhaps a bit 
suprising Is the fact that many people who consider them¬ 
selves to he on the far left of politics in this country also 
seem to pay little attention to what is happening there. 

Traditionally, the British your own reactionary gover- 


far left has always been 
very quick to loudly champi¬ 
on the cause of armed revo¬ 
lutionary movements around 
the world, such as the Viet 
Cong back In the sixties, or 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation or Black South 
African guerrillas today. And 
quite right as well. 

SUPPORT 

Yet many of these people 
so quick to proclaim their 
total support for revolution¬ 
ary movements the world 
over, are much more reti¬ 
cent about showing the same 
sort of support for the revo¬ 
lutionary movement just a 
few hundred miles away In 
Ireland. 


If he had been merely telling 
them his true story, would 
It have took that long ? 

It Is Impossible to be sure 
about any of these things 
unless the claims of the su¬ 
pergrass are backed up by 
other evidence from other 
sources, and yet as we have 
seen supergrass evidence is 
accepted without this backup 

MURDER 

This has led In some cases 
to the defendant being in 
a position where it Is almost 
impossible to defend yourself 

For example in one of the 
trials the "supergrass" named 
several men with whom he 
alleged he had planned the 
shooting of a policeman.They 
were charged with conspira¬ 
cy to murder. The murder 
attempt Itself he said, never 
actually took place. So there 
was no evidence there. 
When further questioned as 
to when this planning had 
actually taken place, he re¬ 
plied that he couldn't reme¬ 
mber exactly. It was some 
time early on in the year 
tour years ago. 

How can anyone possibly 
defend themselves from such 
an allegation. Who, guilty or 
Innocent could supply an ali¬ 
bi to prove what they had 
been doing during the early 
part of the year four years 
ago. 

It sounds like something 
out of a script for a Marx 
Brother's film. Until you re¬ 
member that there are peo¬ 
ple serving life imprisonment 
on the basis of that sort of 
evidence. 

ACQUIT 

Defenders of the system, 
point to the fact that some 
of the trials have collapsed 
with the defendants being 
acquitted, as evidence that 

there Is an element of just¬ 
ice about them. 

However this only happens 
when the "supergrass" Is so 
obviously lying that the 
Judge Is farced to acquit to 


maintain some semblance of 
justice. 

Even when this happens, 
in many cases the defend¬ 
ants are just re-arrested and 
charged with exactly the 
same offences, on the word 
of a different "supergrass". 

STRUGGLE 

So the police still eventu¬ 
ally get the ones that they 
want, whilst the acquittals 
lend an air of respectability 
to the whole process. 

Of course some of those 
that have been convicted In 
the trials have been people 
involved In the armed stru¬ 
ggle. But it is equally as 
certain that others have 
been innocent. 

IT IS AGAINST THIS 
UNDENIABLE FACT THAT 
ANY SORT OF JUSTIF1CA 
TION WHATSOEVER FOR 
THIS SYSTEM F ALLS. 

The reality of the super- 
grass system is quite simple. 
There are people who are 
either pyschologically broken 
or who are corrupt enough 
to do anything to get out 
of the situation that they 


The police tell them exac¬ 
tly what to say, and use 
this method to imprison any¬ 
one that they happen to 
want, but against whom they 
have no evidence that would 
stand up in any court that 
had any semblance of opera¬ 
ting In a Just manner. 

Included in this ratagory 
are not only those suspected 
of being actively involved 
in the armed struggle, but 
also those Involved In any 
form of political or social 
activity which the establish¬ 
ment doesn't approve of. 

Bv encouraging and endur¬ 
ing this system, the British 
legal system shows that in 
reality, It has no more sense 
of morality or justice than 
any of the many other sys¬ 
tems which it looks down 
upon so disdainfully. 

IT ALSO EXPLAINS VERY 
EASILY, WHY SO MANY 
IRISH PEOPLE HAVE MUCH 
MORE FAITH IN THE GUNS 
Of THE I.R.A. THAN THEY 
IX) IN THE JUSTICE OF 
BRITAIN. 



nment, then you would sure¬ 
ly expect the enthusiasm of 
support to be If anything, 
higher. 

THEORIES 

And yet this is quite obvi¬ 
ously not the case. Why 
should this be so ? 

It is they tell us, because 
the armed Republican Move¬ 
ment is not a truly revolu¬ 
tionary socialist movement, 
and they have several diffe¬ 
rent theories which suppose¬ 
dly prove this so. 

There Is the one which 
says that the Republican 
Movement is a class alliance 
led by the middle class. The 
there Is the one about them 
being an elitist terrorist 


All of these theories, as 
expounded by British lefties 
have one thing in common. 
They all seek to show that 
to be a "true revolutionary" 
you cannot give your full 
support to the IRA/INLA. 

It Is not necessary for us 
to try and disprove these 
theories In order to show 
the real motives behind 
those that use them to just¬ 
ify their lack of support for 
the Republican Movement. 

It Is enough to point out 
that the criticisms that they 
make could just as easily 
apply to those other revolu¬ 
tionary movements that they 
so loudly and lovingly cham¬ 
pion, for it to be obvious 
that they are used in the 
case of Ireland to conceal 
other motives. 


The real difference In the 
case of Ireland is It's imme* 
diacy. It is the easiest thing 
In the world to give your 
unconditional support to a 
revolutionary movement 
which is fighting on the othe 
side of the world. You will 
never be called upon to 
prove your commitment in 
any way. It doesn't huve any 
effect on your life. 

This is not so In the case ] 
of Ireland. Even to do no 
more than just proclaim your 
support for the IRA/INEA 
In this country will earn you 
the hostility of neighbours 
and workmates etc. It may 
well lead to more drastic 
consequences such as police 
harassment and possible 
arrest. 


Obviously revolutionaries movement which has rejected 


Irom one country should su¬ 
pport all others everywhere, 
but when one Is so near to 
your own country and as in 
this case, fighting against 


mass action. You may even 
if you arc very lucky, get 
to hear the one which tells 
you that the IRA are "Green 
Fascists". 


NUCLEAR 

ZONES 


Nuclear weapons factories at Aldermaster and Burghfield 
near Reading are causing great concern to local people. A 
recent T.V. documentary highlighted problems of safety in 
such establishments. Studies also show a very high incident:* 
of childhood cancer and Leukaemia in parts of this area. 
Local people want a public decision as Irrelevant and 
enquiry to investigate these ported out. quite correctly, 
worrying discoveries. Their that the Labour Party had 

local Conservative M.P. was supported nuclear power for 

asked to support the call for decades. 


such an enquiry but refused 


Colncidently the Shadow 


on the grounds that un offl- Minmwt conJ , tK uency conta- 


cial enquiry is already und 
erway. However the stud\ 


Ins BNFL's notorious Sella- 
field nuclear reprocessing 


in question is funded by^ the |anl wWc * em p, oys 10(0 00 

National Radiological Prof Hls „ ov«r 

ection Board and covers the , hp ConM , rVHtlve ,-and.date 

whole country. It leaves mu al (hf . |ast elecUon 

was only 

ch to be desired in Its cov- , 800 |sn ., „ rcaMurlng l0 

erage of problems In small discover such principled po- 


,oca, “' es - u , Ittidans in 

Meanwhile those people Leadership, 
looking forward to greater 
protection from the dangers 
of the Nuclear Industries un- ^ 

dcr a future Labour Govern¬ 
ment might be well advised 
to take note of what the Of cours 


liti( tans in the Labour Party 


SALARY 


Of course the history of 


Labour Shadow Environment Labour Party is u long 

Minister Jack Cunn.nghHn, »“ inference 

M.P. had to say about hls ****** wh,ch ronvan ; 
partv's new anti-nuclear pol- and quietly pushed 

aside when they are elected. 
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party' s new ant i - nuclear pot- and quietly pushed 

aside when they are elected. 
Every new occurence of this 
is Just confirmation of the 
Party's inability to ever ser- 
MANIFESTO ve the working class. In any 

case no doubt a few kids 

In an Interview with 'Brit- **"■ ° f CarH °l mea " 8 
ish Nuclear Fuels News' he lo CuHMB*hMI when »e 

said he did not expert the « n,ce fat C-binet 

conference decision taken ar ** 
last October to be included B V th< * " a y* W* st,n 
in the next manifesto. The d<Hjbnn * ,h, ‘ ***** of nuc- 
conference voted by a majo- lf ' ar P° wer might be inter¬ 
city of one and a half mil- «*«• lo h « ar that B.N.F.Ls 


lion to halt the nuclear pr¬ 
ogramme and close all exist- 


has agreed to pay compen¬ 
sation to workers at its 


ing plants. The motion was P' dnts w to> develop cancer 


opposed by the l abour Party 
National Executive Commit 


which might have been caus¬ 
ed by radiation. Until now 


tee and faded to get the th «- v had t0 d,e **<"• com ' 
two thirds majority required pensatlon was paid. So far 
for automatic inclusion In they've paid out i200,000 
Labour's programme. Large m compensation to dead 
numbers of Labour Party workers families. I don't 
activists expect the decision know about vou but I'd soon- 
to be ignored. Cunningham er lr y to < * arn a crust sell- 
described the conference ,n 8 ice-cream in Greenland. 


SANDANISTA AND IRA SOLDIERS BOTH REVOLUTION 
ARY FREEDOM FIGHTERS IN THE SAME TRADITION 


The immediacy of Ireland 
also brings home with vivid 
bluntness, many of the less 

romantic aspects of revolu¬ 
tion. The bloodshed, suffer¬ 
ing, imprisonment and death. 

These are the realities 
that all true revolutionaries 
who through the ages have 
struggled against the old or¬ 
der to change the world for 
the better have had to face. 

There are many who's rev¬ 
olutionary commitment has 
been forged in the comfort 
safety and relative tranquili¬ 
ty of post war Britain who 
cannot face up to this reali¬ 
ty* 

They instinctively pull 
back from the brutal reality 
of revolution when it is ha¬ 
ppening right in front of 
them, but afraid to admit 
this, even to themselves, 
come up with all their theo¬ 
ries to trv and turn their 


fear into virtue. To try and 
prove that it Is they who 
are the "true revolutionaries" 
and not the Irish freedom 
fighters. 


SCENE 

It Is difficult to try am 
imagine a scene more nause 
atmg than thMt of a c om for 
table British lefty, who'i 
own revolutionary activity 
probably extends to no more 
than attending a meeting oi 
or selling some newspaper: 
once a week, spouting oi 
about his or her own revolu 
tlonary superiority to those 
risk ‘heir lives ii 

All they are really proving 
is that for them, commit¬ 
ment to the revolution ends 
where the real revolutlor 
starts 



THROUGH THE 
POST 

Within the 'radical' left today, It Is a popular thing to be 


THEFT 

Since 1979 the sale of public assets has largely met the 
cost of record unemployment. Now, the flogging off of nat¬ 
ionalised industries Is set to finance tax-cuts which mainly 


AFA 

CONFERENCE 


Interested In the culture* of people in confrontation with 
the British State. The most obvious examples are the Black 
Youth and the Irish, but to a lesser degree, Welsh and 
Scottish republican socialists art* getting their voice* heard, 


and quite rightly too. 

However, It seems all too 
easy to forget or to dismiss 
the white, English, working 
class Youth. The trendy, 
mainly middle-class lefties, 
tend to regard us as either 
fascists or drunken football 
hooligans, irrelevant and 
totally uninterested in left- 
wing politics. 

Whue black youth get a, to 
my view, very patronising, 
pat on the head from the 
trendies they forget the in¬ 
volvement of young white 
workers In riots and confron¬ 
tations with the Police. 

Thank lully, the black kids 
don't, and I know from my 
own experiences that the 
police aren't just racist.Thev 
hate everybtidy. 

LUDDITES 

I can though look to my 
own country's class struggle, 
from Watt Tylers Peasant 
rebellion, the Luddites and 
Tolpuddle Martyrs to more 
recent times with the Csble 
Street battles with the fasci¬ 
sts. In fact there were loads 
of Fnglish workers In the 
Republicans International Br¬ 
igade . fighting fascists in. 
Spain. The Miners strike too 
showed the insensitivity of 
the police and government 
to their country's workers. 

Sure there are lots of bad 


row of Westminster and the 
upper classes will come. 

As a young, British and 
white lad I express total su¬ 
pport for any socialist fight¬ 
ing our own British Ruling 
Class because I can look to 
my own history of struggle 
against our compatriots In 
the ruling class. It's true to 
say the British state h 8 * pr¬ 
obably the worst record of 
imperialist and capitalist op¬ 
pression, its still there in 
Northern Ireland. 

But even in England the 
working class lads have been 
shat on all the way. Engl¬ 
ish working class lads have 
been swept up on a tide of 
patriotism and jingoism 
and slaughtered in their tho¬ 
usands in the interests of 
the ruling classes imperialist 
wars. It's a fair point to 
say they shouldn't have fou¬ 
ght in the first place and 
I for one wouldn’t. But it's 
easy to see the way the Me¬ 
dia manipulate peoples Ideas 
The 1st World War recruit¬ 
ment and the Falk lands 
'Gotcha' are some of the 
best examples. Our lads were 
dying in large numbers in 
pits, factories and epidem¬ 
ics as little ago as the 40's 
and 50's, and though in not 
so large numbers today still 
are. ft's not uncommon for 
O.A.P.'s to freeze to death 
in the go's. 


benefit those sections of society which have already lined 
their pockets, thanks to this government. 

British Gas and British Airports Authority will come up 
for sale In the next year or so. The Government has so far 
netted £5.2 billion from asset sales since 1979. In every ca¬ 
se the asset was undervalued, which means that wealthy in¬ 
vestors got valuable assets at knock-down prices - at our 
expense. 

It'® not only the parasites buying up shares who have be¬ 
nefited. The City institutions have charged fat fees for ac- 
tualy carrying out the privatisation programme. City firms 
picked up a cool Il28m from the sale of British Telecom. 

TUC monitoring shows that the fees quoted in Parliament 
for these services provided by the City are always smaller 
than other authoratlve estimates. On IS sell-offs studied 
by the TUC there is a gap of £2l.3m between the Govern¬ 
ments figures for City expenses and other authoratlve esti¬ 
mates. 

The TUC also looked at 18 companies which have 
acted as financial advisers or lead underwriters to the Gov¬ 
ernment In these sales. No less than half of them donate 
money to the Conservative Party. All the way down ihe 
line people are lining their pockets from the sale of public 
assets. I hat is, all the way down until your reach the likes 
of you and me, because of course, we're the unfortunate 
souls who are paying the price for all of this. And at the 
end of It all we're left with a service which costs more 
and Isn't as good. 


Another TTX study of all privatised companies showed, 
on average, that their top directors received an increase 
In salary of 34.2% (about £19,000) within one year of priv¬ 
atisation, and an increase of 85.1% (about £45,000) within 
two years. No wonder top executives of public corporations 
are so eager to co-operate with privatisation. 

Ai the same time as these leeches swallow our money, 
the workers suffer the consequences of so called 'efficiency 
drives'. The National Communications Union shows that be 
iween 1965 and 1980 the safety record at British Telecom¬ 
munications improved steadily. It has worsened since privat¬ 
isation, and 1985 there were three deaths - the first since 
1980. This falling safety record is a result of pressure to 
be more competitive. As well as these dangers to the health 
and safety ol the workers, there are increased threats to 
their job security. 


thing* to be said against all 
this, and they're worth rem¬ 
embering. But also remember 
all the positive things too. 
Every blow struck against 


So much for giving rhese industries back to the people. 
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The creation of "hate tigures" 1 * one of the crudest ways 
In which the mass circulation newpupers m Britain try and 
stop people from thinking. The most recent victim of this 
practice has been Derek Hatton, deputy leader of Liverpool 
City Council. We've been treated to a whole series of gory 
details about Councillor Hatton's lifestyle together with a 
whole lot of insults and abuse. He Is just the latest target 
In a list which has included figures like Tony Benn and Ken 
Livingstone,and more recently Bernle Gram and Arthur 
Sc argil I. 

They will tell you all torts unv of the actual arguments, 
of things about socialists, This absence of logical 
trade union militants,peace argument applies Just as 
campaigners, anti racists etc much to the press as well, 
but rarely - if ever - answer 
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By smears,insults and in 
many cases complete lies, 
our supposedly "free press" 
seeks to teach people to 
hate anything or anyone con¬ 
sidered to be left. 

It's easy to test how succ¬ 
essful they are In this COfl- 
tnck.Next ume you meet 
someone who says that they 
"hate Arthur ScarglH" (or 
whoever happens to be the 
popular bogeyman) ask them 
if they can give a single ex¬ 
ample of anything that Ar¬ 
thur Scargill (or whoever) 
has actually said, and wnh 
which they can logically dis¬ 
agree. 

IN NEARLY EVERY CASI 
THEY WILL Bl UNABLE TO 
GIVE YOU A SINGLE EXA¬ 
MPLE, NEVER MIND A LO¬ 
GIC AI COUNTER ARGU¬ 
MENT. 

There are two reason* why 
the press uses this tactic. 
Firstly the millionaires who 
control ALL of the daily 
newspaper* know that there 
are many people who will 
read something in the press, 
and as well as believing it 
to be true, will also adopt 
whatever is written as their 
own viewpoint. Secondly, 
turning left wing figures Into 
bogeymen also serves to dl- 
veri people's mind* from the 
real political Issues involved. 

JUDGED 

Now of course people such 
os Derek Hatton and Arthur 
Scargill are not right all of 
the lime. Bui the important 
thing is that they should be 
judged on their political me¬ 


rits, and not on the basis 
of a hate campaign stirred 
up by the press. 

But then Fleet Street 
newspapers gave up dealing 
cith real news a long time 
ago. Whilst claiming to be 
Ihe "voire of the people" 
the stones they contain are 
In fact highly selective and 
reflect the choice of a few 
milionalres a* to what con¬ 
stitutes "news". 

Their interests lay not in 
informing people hut in mak¬ 
ing them support the establi¬ 
shment. The serious prob¬ 
lems of the world caused 
by the capitalist system - 
the system which the news¬ 
paper bosses support - are 
put aside In favour of stor¬ 
ies about the Royal family, 
pop stars or fictional soap 
operas. 

brainwash 

It’s all part of a process 
to brainwash people Into thi¬ 
nking that there is actually 
nothing wrong with the world 
and that those who are try¬ 
ing to change things must 
be some sort of monsters. 

However perhaps there are 
some signs that more people 
are beginning to wake up 
to it. The Sun Is increasing¬ 
ly refered to as a comic, 
(what an insult to comics). 

THF SOONFR WORKING 
CLASS PEOPLE BEGIN TO 
SEE ALL OF THF CAPITAL¬ 
IST PRFSS FOR WHAT IT 
IS, HIE SOONFR I HI Y 
CAN BFGIN TO THINK FOR 
THEMSELVES AND TAKE 
THF FIRST STFPS TOWARD 
CHANGING THINGS FOR 
ALL OF OUR BFNFFII. 
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Anti Fascist Action is an alliance of political groupings 
which see the need for active opposition to fascist groups 
In this country today. It is a new grouping, just a few 
months old, and as such there is still a lot of work to be 
done if it is to grow into the large and effective move¬ 
ment that we belive it can be. Anti Fascist Action is hold¬ 
ing a conference on Saturday 22nd of February to discuss 
and plan It's future development. All groups and individuals 
are welcome, and can take part In the discussion and vo¬ 
ting. We strongly urge all involved in anti fascist activity 
today, to make the strongest efforts to attend this confer¬ 
ence. 


Red Action pamphlet 

First published two years 40 , 
this pamphlet, although slightly 
out of date now. still gives a good 
insight into the discussions and 
events that lead to the formation 
of Red Action Available from the 
box number, price ? 0 p inclusive of 
postage and pocking 

Also available: Red Action 
badges and T-shirts. 
Badges, 20p each. T-shirls, 
£3.50. When ordering 
please stale, whether, small, 
30 P J medium or large. 
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Red Action is an organisation founded b> working class 
people lo work for ihe furthering of the cause of 
Socialism. Membership is open lo all who accept our 
political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every 
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy anti 
decisions. 

If you support our aims but do not wish lo become a 
member, you can become a supporting member. This does 
not entitle you tp vote, but you will receive: 


1. A free subscription lo the newspaper. 

2. A regular internal newsletter that will keep you 
informed of what is going on in the organisation. 

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your area. 

The cost for this is £10 for one year. 


ubscriptions lo the paper are still available separately. 
t cost is £3 pounds for tea Issues. Please remember that 
duciag a paper is a very uneconomic business and we 
always very grateful for any donalioas, tad especially 
teful to aayoae who can take extra copies to sen. 

PO box 158 
Hatfield 
Herts 




THE 

FLYING 

COLUMN 


The South African mining company which sacked 20.000 
striking miner* in Bophuthatswan, are currently recruiting 
British miners In Nottinghamshire and Yorkshire. General 
Mining Union Corporation are using National Coal Board 
offices as recruitment cent res.” Action against Apartheid" 
are seeking the aid of the NUM in discouraging any of it s 
members from heading for S. Africa. The group don't anti¬ 
cipate. and will not be seeking any help from the scab 
union the UDM. 


Spotted in South London recently, was a billboard advert la¬ 
ment for Danish bacon. A local Joker had painted out part 
of the advert and made their own rather sick addition so 
that it read, "PC Blakelock makes the best bacon". A red 
faced copper was seen viewing this dubious work of art, 
and within hours the offending object had been removed. 


My spies Inform me that there Is a very successful rcstuar- 
ant in London's Baker Street called "School Dinners" where 
for a mere 20 pounds a head, a waitress in black stockings 
will serve you with bangers and mash, and spank you If you 
don't eat it all up.lsn't it wonderfull what a public school 
education can do for you. Members of Red Action volunt¬ 
eering to go there with a camera to spot members of the 
establishment coming and going will NOT be Issued with 
luncheon vouchers. 


Homage To 
Catalonia 


In July 1936 a group of Spanish army generals led an attem 
pted fascist coup against the mildly left wing Spanish gove¬ 
rnment. In many cities throughout the country the working 
class rose up in support of the government. They seized 
arms, drove out the fascists and took control of the cities. 
Thus began the Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939. 

A couple of months later 
a young Fngllsh writer left 
England for Spain, intending 
to write newspaper articles 
on the war. He arrived in 
Barcelona, which had been 
one of the main centres of 
resistance to the fascists. 

It was a city where "every 
building of any sue had been 
seized by the workers and 
was draped with red flags 
or the red and black flags 
of the anarchists. Every 
wall was scrawled with the 
hammer and sickle and with 
the initials of the revolut¬ 
ionary parties." 

Swept up by the passion 
and fervour, he immediately 
joined one of the workers 
militias because "at that ti¬ 
me and in that utmosphere 
it seemed the only concei¬ 
vable thing to do." 

SOLDIER 

The man was George Or¬ 
well, and it is hi* experience 
during the war that forms 
the subject of his book "HO 
MACE TO CATALONIA." 

Orwell describes the war 
from the point of view of 
a front line soldier. It is a 
story not so much of roman¬ 


tic heroics, but rather of 
cold, fear, hunger, boredom, 
and the feeling of senseless 
futility of a single man cau¬ 
ght up In massive events be¬ 
yond his control. 

He goes on to describe 
how the political differences 
between the various factions 
which made up the? anti fas¬ 
cists forces began not only 
to affact the success of th¬ 
at struggle, but even take 
precedence over It. 

FASCISM 

The main three groupings 
in this alliance were the co¬ 
mmunists, the revolutionary 
socialists and the anarchists. 
Within these groups there 
were strong differences of 
opinion as to what they were 
ultimately fighting for. 

The anarchists and the .e- 
volutionary socialists sow the 
fight against fascism as be¬ 
ing Just a part of the strug¬ 
gle to overthrow capitalism 
and found a new revolution¬ 
ary regime. They were not 
fighting and dying so that 
when it was atl over they 
would Just hand back power 
to the. capitalists, who they 





Our mote in the Workers Revolutionary Party, reports that 
the dust is far from settled following the recent expulsion 
of seventy year old "guru" Gerry Healy, for alleged sexual 
misbehaviour with young women members of the party. Alex 
Mitchell, former editor of the WRP's paper leapt to the 
guru's defence. "Gerry Healy built the Trotskyist movement 
single-handed" declared the loyal Mitchell. A politically 
Impure comrade was not Impressed. "It's what he was doing 
with the other hand that worries me" came the reply. 


A woman protester had a finger tom off when security 
guards wrenched her away from a fence around the site 
of a nuclear bunker at Carmarthen. The injured woman is 
treasurer of Wales CND. Carmarthen District Council Is 
building the bunker on a car park next to It’s offices. 
About forty protesters had tried to scale the twelve foot 
fence which is topped by rows of barbed wire and an anti 
climbing compound. A police spokeman said that the matter 
was under investigation. "The police were simply bystanders 
at the time" he said. The council's chief executive said 
that he was "extemely sorry" at what had happened, but 
added "It must be remembered that these people were tres¬ 
passers". 


Glancing through the pages of an old Sunday newspaper 
colour supplement recently, I came across an article descri¬ 
bing the life of a certain women. Apparently, this women 
had had the misfortune to suffer a life that was to be 
•dogged by tragedy". However she had "always refused to 
let life beat her. however unkind It may have been". The 
article went on to describe her life of hard work and toll 
telling how once when out socially, she had confided in a 
friend that it was her "first evening out for as long as I 
can remember". However all is well that ends well, and 
the article ends with the joyous news that "After a lifetime 
of tears It is now right that a little happiness should be 
around the corner." And just who is this poor woman you 
might ask ? None other than long suffering poverty stricken 
Princess Margaret. 


The travel company Yorkshire lours,"The progressive tour 
company" according to their adverts, might be well advised 
to drop the progressive bit. A Ms Shahim Ralif, a resident 
of Britain, booked a holiday with them to Italy last Dec¬ 
ember. At the last minute the tour was diverted through 
Belgium because of a ferry strike. Not having a visa for 
Belgium, Ms Ralif was turned back at the Belgium port. 
When she rang the tour operators to complain, she was told 
that it was normal practice to lock Aslans in the toi et 
wturn passing through Belgium. 


WORKERS MILITIA ROUNDING UP FASCISTS AT THE 
BEGINNING OF THE CIVIL WAR 


considered to be as much 
their enemies as the fascists* 

The communists were opp¬ 
osed to this idea. For them, 
the fight was one to beat 
fascism yes, but also to de¬ 
fend and re-establish Spanish 
capitalism. That this was th¬ 
eir aim may seem suprising 
The reason for it lay In the 
world situation at that time. 

RUSSIA 

The Spanish communist pa¬ 
rty, like all others (hen, to¬ 
ok their orders directly from 
Russia. Russia at this time 
felt very threatened by the 
growing aggressiveness of 
Nazi Germany. Her foreign 
policy therefore had two ai¬ 
ms; (|) to build up military 
alliances with any other Eur¬ 
opean countries against Ger¬ 
many and (21 to try and stop 
any development that might 
spark off an international 
conflict that she may be dr¬ 
awn into. 

A socialist revolution in Spa¬ 
in would have threatened bo¬ 
th these aims. 

Russia had to support and 
aid the anti fascists (as Ger¬ 
many and Italy were aiding 
the fascists) to retain its 
credibility as the champion 
of the international anti fas¬ 
cist movement. 

AID 

However, if this aid were 
to be used for a socialist 
revolution, it would antagon¬ 
ise those capitalist countries 
which stood to lose their in¬ 
vestments in Spain. These 
were the very same countr¬ 
ies with which Russia was 
at that time trying desperat¬ 
ely to strike up alliances. 

A revolution so close to 
Germany might also have 
caused them to become em¬ 
broiled, and spark off the 
international conflict which 
Russia so feared. 

For the 'good' communist 
there could be no talk of 
revolution. As relations bet¬ 
ween the factions became 
more and more strained, the 
communists bided their time. 
All Russian aid was distribu¬ 


ted through their organlsat 
ion, and they used this posi¬ 
tion to ensure that it only 
went to units which they co¬ 
nsidered reliable. 

Orwell, himself in a rev¬ 
olutionary socialist unit, des¬ 
cribes how soldiers at the 
front had to fight with an¬ 
cients rusty weapons, and 
how the first time he saw 
a modern one it was on a 
communist policeman behind 
the lines. 

Finally, when they felt st¬ 
rong enough, the communists 
struck. The anarchist and 
socialist buildings were seiz¬ 
ed by communist troops. The 
communist controlled press 
waged a screaming campaign 
accusing the other groups 
of being traitors sabotaging 
the fight against fascism. 

JAIL 

Hundreds of dedicated an¬ 
ti fascists, many who had 
come from all around the 
world, were urrested by the 
police - now totally under 
communist control - and thr¬ 
own into Jail. 

Thousands more were forc¬ 
ed to go into hiding or flee 
the country. Orwell himself 
fled with the police hot on 
hu heels. 

The anti fascist alliance 
lay in ruins, many of Its be¬ 
st and most dedicated fight¬ 
ers imprisoned and eventua¬ 
lly executed by their allies. 

Within two years the fasc¬ 
ists had defeated all the re¬ 
maining republican forces 
and established a dictatorship 
that was to last for forty 
years. 

In the same year, the wo¬ 
rld war for which so much 
had been sacrificed to try 
and avoid, broke out. 


This year sees the fiftle-1 
th anlversary of the Spaimsh 
Civil War. In the next edi¬ 
tion of Red Action we shall 
be carylng an In depth feat¬ 
ure on the war and its impl¬ 
ications for the revolutionary f 
socialist movement then, and 
today. 


Following the recent "terrorist” attacks on Rome and Vie¬ 
nna airports, police at British airports have now been issued 
with sub-machine guns. However quick to reassure those 
of the stoic British public who may be horrified at the pro¬ 
spect of being caught up in a "Rambo" style shoot-out on 
their way to their holidays, they hasten to add that these 
machine guns have been specially modified so that they on¬ 
ly fire single shots at a time. In other words the only 
difference now between the machine guns and the pistols 
formerly in use is that the machine guns have a much high¬ 
er velocity. Whereas a pistol was capable of merely bring¬ 
ing down one person, the machine guns have the added ad¬ 
vantage of being able to send a bullet staight through the 
target person and Into anyone else who may just happen 
to be in the vicinity of some of the worlds busiest depar¬ 
ture lounges. It's very reassuring to know that the authori¬ 
ties are doing all that they can to make Britain a safer 
place for all of us. 


Calling all 
readers 

Especially If you brought this copy of the paper out of 
a bookshop. We have recently contacted left wing shops in 
most of the major cities in this country who have agreed 
to stock our paper. However in the cities where we do not 
have any members or c*>»-tnc-. it is difficult for us to keep 
a trace of how the paper is selling, and to organise getting 
money back for them. So here is the chance for all of you 
Red Action sympathisers who we've never met, who've been 
just dying to give us a hand to do so. To anyone who 
would be willing to receive the papers from us, take them 
into their local bookshop and be responsible for collecting 
the returns we would be eternally grateful!. If you think 
that you might be willing to take on this task, please get 
in touch with us through the box number inside. 
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